N. S.W. 2113; $120.00; 190 X 237; pp. 262 . This 262-page text is aimed at a select group of anaesthetists. The authors and other contributors are practitioners at the Pittsburgh Childrens' Hospital, a world-renowned centre of excellence.
The book adopts the familiar format of other paediatric anaesthetic texts with chapters on the physiological and pharmacological considerations in the peri-and neonatal period followed by sections on breathing circuits, principles of neonatal anaesthesia, monitoring, anaesthesia for common neonatal surgical conditions, resuscitation, and neonatal intensive care problems and management. In addition there is a very informative chapter on relevant medical ethics.
The chapters on physiology and pharmacology are not as detailed as in the larger texts such as Gregory's 'Pediatric Anesthesia' but are well summarised. Anaesthesia for congenital heart disease is covered only briefly. In general, the subject matter is simply presented and easily readable. As for suggested techniques, what impresses is the practical and commonsense approach to problems. The book is well-indexed. The list of references are very comprehensive with the classic ones as well as some as recent as 1987 included, providing excellent material for more detailed reading.
In summary, this is a good background text for paediatric anaesthetists and other anaesthetists with an involvement in neonatal anaesthesia. 
